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security GCuards’
survey

We asked our security guards a few questions
about their experience during this conference.
We’ll let the results speak for themselves...

No

Is your role fundamental for the 107%
MUN conference?

Notreally 4
179% £

Yes
7.1%

Mot sure
14.3% Yes, indeed
71.4%

Does the role of the security guard
require previous experience:

Not really
14.3% —

Did you have fun? Sure; Kirida

14.3%

Yes I
71.4%
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War: Children

In the 2025 Annual Report of
the UN Secretary-General on
Children and Armed Conflict
covering January to December
2024, it was stated that "the

while others join because pov-
erty or displacement leaves
them with no alternative. The

loss of education and exposure

to violence robs them of a safe

total grave violations commit-
ted against children represent
an average of 99 grave viola-
tions committed against chil-
dren every single day in 2024."
These numbers are devastat-
ing; those children "are robbed
of their right to be a child," as
UNICEF points out. They are
deprived of their fundamental
rights, such as freedom from
forced recruitment and access
to healthcare.

Although the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal
Court considers child recruit-
ment a war crime, 7,402 chil-
dren were recruited and used
in armed conflicts in 2024.
These children are often forced
into fighting, carrying weap-
ons, or serving as messengers
or even human shields. Many
are taken from their families,

childhood. Apart from the im-
mediate danger to their lives,
child soldiers suffer deep psy-
chological scars, making rein-
tegration into society extreme-
ly difficult.

Armed conflicts not only put
the lives of children in danger
but also deny them access to
basic healthcare and psycho-
logical support. Hospitals are
often bombed under the ex-
cuse of them being used by
the enemy, medicine runs out
because humanitarian aid is
being denied, and doctors are
forced to flee, leaving children
vulnerable to disease, malnu-

trition, and untreated injuries.

Beyond physical health, the

mental wounds of war are un-
deniable. Studies have shown
that fear, anxiety, and trauma
from conflict have a severe ef-

The Silent Casualties of

fect on the psychological well-
being of children and can even
affect a child's brain develop-
ment. Hence, for children who
witness war violence, psycho-
logical support is as essential
as food or shelter. Organiza-
tions like UNICEF and the Red
Cross have highlighted the im-
portance of trauma counseling
and community programs to
help children rebuild a sense
of normality.

The suffering of children in
armed conflicts is a fact that
cannot be overlooked. Their
recruitment as child soldiers
and the denial of healthcare
and psychological support vio-
late children's most basic
rights and leave lasting scars
on their lives. International
laws and humanitarian organ-
izations may provide a frame-
work for protection, but laws
are not enough to ensure the
rights of children in conflict.
Actions must be taken to en-
sure that these laws are en-
forced, and as UNICEF em-
phasizes, "States, including
UN Security Council Members
and all with influence, must
act to hold the perpetrators of
crimes against children to ac-
count" Because failing to se-
cure future generations "is a
failure of morality, humanity,
and leadership."
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“Let us be involved!” Youth in Democ-
racy: Encouraging the involvement of
youth in democracy

By Rea Mylona

“Young people are the fu-
ture of any democracy. To-
day’s youth are tomorrow’s
leaders, and they can al-
ready bring new ideas to re-

nificantly more inclusive soci-
ety. In addition to that, being
able to participate in demo-
cratic procedures shapes the
minds of young people to un-

concept of Youth Citizens’ As-
semblies, in order to offer a
place where young people can
present their clear views and
opinions regarding the latest

solve global issues. Howev- derstand and care for the de-
er, young people continue
to be severely under-

represented in parliament.”

news and other social or polit-

velopment of their political ical issues.

systems, fostering civic re- Moreover, one of the most im-

sponsibility, motivating them  ,,,1tant factors to consider to

The statement above by the  to actively shape their com-

enhance youth participation

Inter-Parliamentary Union munities, and ultimately

is for young people to receive

couldn’t be more accurate. strengthening their critical

a comprehensive, politically

For any society to move for-  thinking and social skills.

neutral civics education to
gain knowledge about the role
of the government, the funda-

ward, to evolve and become gt if youth participation in

greater, it ought to undergo  jemocracy results in so many

changes, which the youth can

positive outcomes, then how mental rights of citizens, and

effectively bring and imple-

can we encourage that in- how to navigate the political

ment. Unfortunately, the idea

volvement? system. This will effectively

of youth participation in poli-

combat misinformation and,

Well, th ltipl .
tics is often neglected, result- ell, there are multiple ways

ing in the exclusion of young In democracies, the

people from politics. This ex- inclusion of young

clusion opposes fundamental people in democratic

democratic values. Political Processes 1S 1m-

systems need to be repre- portant from the be-

sentative of all parts of society ginning. Awareness

to truly work democratically. and transparency

: about the average age
An important reason to 8¢ 95

: of political candidates
strengthen youth involve- p ,
: on electoral lists :
ment, next to ensuring a rep- , . as such, populism and other
. . should be raised, to drive Po-
resentative democracy, is that _ . _ dangers to democracy.
oune peoble. like no other litical parties to select young-

irin gniwpegs ectives. | de;Ls er people as their candidates 1€ role of young people of
8 PETSP ’ * and reduce the average age  CVEry generation, including

on their lists. This could
draw more votes from
young people, as having
younger candidates who can
represent the interests of
the youth better could be

appealing to them. Another

and solutions into public dis- our own, is to fight for ideals,

course, as well as policy- to question the status quo, to
strive for a better life, and to
secure their rights—living in
a democratic society, free
to create and coexist with
respect for their fellow hu-

man beings. For this to be

making, something which has
been proven repeatedly
throughout history. Younger
generations can play a crucial
role in bringing much-needed

political change if given a . .
chance way to encourage their partic-

ipation in democratic process- achieved, youth participa-

Furthermore, their participa- tion in politics is essential.

es is to further promote the
tion is sure to promote a sig-
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Sudan: The History of an Ignored

by Ionas Ernst

Since April 15, 2023, Sudan has
once again plunged into civil war. A
war that has taken countless lives
and doesn't seem to be ending soon.
However, like any other conflict,
for it to be understood and re-
solved, we must understand the his-
tory behind it.

After the country gained independ-
ence in 1956 from Britain and
Egypt, a liberal democracy was es-
tablished. However, this democracy
was unstable and inefficient, which
resulted in the first coup d'état, or-
chestrated by General Abboud.

The Abboud regime's power base
was in the north of the country,
where the majority of people are
ethnically Arab Muslims. This re-
sulted in state favoritism toward
Arab Muslims and discrimination
against other ethnic and religious
groups. To challenge this discrimi-
nation, Christian and animist mili-
tias in the south of the country
started an armed uprising. This
marked the beginning of the First
Sudanese Civil War. The conflict
and resistance against it, from the
intellectual and leftist circles of Su-
dan, led to the replacement of Ab-
boud with General Nimeiri, through
a coup d'état.

The new dictator quickly crushed
the leftists and established a one-
party state, led by the SSU
(Sudanese Socialist Union). He also
signed a peace treaty with the
South, granting them autonomy.
This led to an economic boom for
Sudan, which lasted until the
1960s, when the country plunged
into a debt crisis. Simultaneously,
the Islamic fundamentalists of the
Muslim Brotherhood infiltrated the
bureaucratic structures of the state,
gaining power and leading Nime-
ir1's regime into sharia law. The
Southern militias reacted swiftly,

Conflict

relaunching the civil
war. The war led to a
hunger crisis, and
paired with wide-
spread resistance
against the Sharia, to
the ousting of Nime-
ir1 by yet another
military coup, led by
General Bashir.

Bashir brutally con-
tinued the war, worsening the hun-
ger crisis. He also crushed the rem-
nants of the popular left and estab-
lished a coup-proof system, thereby
consolidating his power. To appease
the democratic movement, Bashir
established a civil government,
which, however, gave Bashir's par-
ty, the NIF (National Islamic
Front), special powers, keeping him
in office. In 2005, Bashir signed the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA) with the southern rebels, ef-
fectively granting them autonomy.
At the same time, another conflict
escalated into armed rebellion in
the western region of Darfur. The
roots of the conflict yet again lay in
the systematic discrimination of
non-Muslim and non-Arab popula-
tions. To crush this rebellion,
Bashir armed the Arab militias in
this region, the Janjaweed. By do-
ing this, he created an alternative
army to the military, protecting him
from military coups. These militias
conducted a brutal war against the
rebels, burning more than 3,000 vil-
lages and committing genocide
against the non-Arab population of
Darfur. The loss of the oil-rich
southern territories forced the now
ICJ-wanted dictator to implement
austerity measures and to start a
conflict with South Sudan. Howev-
er, the worsening of the economy
led to massive protests. Due to the
weakened position of Bashir, the
military, led by General Burhan and

the Janjaweed militias, now re-
branded as the RSF (Rapid Support
Forces), led by Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo, known as Hemedti, united
to topple Bashir's decades-long
rule.

They succeeded and promised to
convert power to a civil govern-
ment. They signed treaties and
formed a transitional government,
sharing power with the democratic
movements. During this, Hemedti
served as Burhan's deputy, a role
the RSF leader wasn't satisfied
with. When Burhan then announced
plans to integrate the RSF into the
military, tensions began to rise. The
RSF and the army deployed troops
all over the country, and on April
15,2023, the current civil war ig-
nited.

A war that fully demonstrates the
consequences of colonial map-
drawings, a nationalistic and au-
thoritarian military, as well as state
favoritism of certain religious or
ethnic groups can have.

The history of Sudan is a history
plagued by 36 military coups, war,
genocide, and suppression, but also
one of democratic struggle. Howev-
er, for democracy and equality to
win, the root problems must be de-
stroyed. This means building a mul-
tiethnic state with equal rights, but
also fighting the authoritarian struc-
tures and i1deologies that have al-
lowed the many juntas to govern.
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